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SOME TRIBES REBEL.

generous policy to the tribes he overcame promised to avoid
trouble when his back should be turned, and he distant from
the scene.

These conquests on the Tagus and the Durius were not
made without many a hard struggle. One may well be in-
stanced. While Hannibal was besieging Arbocala, certain

Battle of the Tagus.

of the tribes between the two rivers joined forces to the num-
ber of one hundred thousand men, and on his return stood
awaiting him near modern Toledo, hoping to fall on his rear
when he should cross the river, incumbered as he was with
immense trains of booty. They undervalued the capacity
of the young chieftain. The bed of the Tagus is difficult to
ford, and the conditions offered the barbarians a fine oppor-
tunity of revenge. They occupied the right bank at one of
the main f ords.cala, or Albucella, and Salmantica (Salamanca).
